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Living British Values Every Day


At Prestley Wood Academy, our commitment to British values forms the cornerstone of our vibrant and inclusive school community. Democracy, individual liberty, the rule of law, mutual respect, and tolerance aren’t just taught here—they thrive as part of our everyday ethos, helping our pupils flourish into empowered, compassionate citizens ready to embrace the world beyond school.
Pupils at the Heart of Our Mission
Everything we do revolves around our pupils. Through our rich and diverse Myself Curriculum—spanning personal development, health and wellbeing, RSE, personal safety, and more—we equip our learners with the knowledge and skills to take charge of their rights and responsibilities. This holistic approach nurtures independence, ensures every student finds their voice, and prepares them for the journey ahead in life.
Democracy in Action
Democracy at Prestley Wood Academy isn’t just a concept; it’s a lived experience. Pupils are actively involved in shaping their school life through platforms like the school council, Makaton champions, and eco-school advocates. Whether it’s participating in pupil voice surveys, buddying up to support peers, or helping make impactful decisions, our learners don’t just learn about democracy—they live it.
Liberty to Thrive
We create a safe, empowering environment where every child is free to explore, take risks, and discover their unique voice. Through our Total Communication approach—including symbols, objects of reference, Makaton, and AAC devices—every student is celebrated, heard, and supported to express their individuality with confidence.
The Rule of Law: Foundations of Fairness
Clear school rules, therapeutic routines, and a restorative approach to positive behaviour foster an understanding of the rule of law. Pupils learn the value of fairness and responsibility, not as abstract principles but as tools for building trust and harmony in their community.
Mutual Respect and Embracing Diversity
Respect and tolerance weave through the fabric of school life at Prestley Wood Academy. Celebrating diversity isn’t just an event here; it’s an everyday practice, from dynamic assemblies and cultural festivals to supportive peer mentoring and buddy programmes to family open class sessions that bring everyone together. Our pupils learn the power of respecting others by experiencing respect in action.
Preparing for Lifelong Success
Achievement and independence are the beacons guiding our work. By nurturing the whole child, we empower pupils to take bold strides into adulthood, confident in their abilities and celebrated for their successes—no matter how big or small. Learning within community contexts through work experience placements, residentials, community projects or Enterprise sessions ensures our learners become active participants making meaningful contributions to their own communities.
At Prestley Wood Academy, we don’t just teach values; we bring them to life, fostering a warm, dynamic, and empowering environment where everyone—learners, families, and staff—can shine.
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